The Kyoto Protocol: Saving Our Planet  FU#F Uiy BBk

Global warming is having a grave impact on the health of our planet. Increased heat-trapping greenhouse
gases, such as carbon dioxide, are blamed for the melting of polar ice caps, which in turn has caused the
sea level to rise. Cities like New York and Los Angeles are starting to notice their coastlines diminishing. This

is the reality of the greenhouse effect, something that advocates of the Kyoto Protocol hope to combat.
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The Kyoto Protocol, negotiated in Kyoto, Japan in 1997, called for all participating countries to reduce their
emissions of greenhouse gases by 5.2%. The target is based on 1990 emission levels, and the countries
must achieve the goal by 2012. This international accord is seen as an important step in stopping the rise in

the earth’s temperature.
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The world’s biggest polluter, the U.S., has signed the treaty. Unfortunately, the U.S. government declines to
adopt the treaty formally, fearing that it would be harmful to its economy. This reluctance stems from the

fact that developing economies are not subject to the rules of the protocol.
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The clock is ticking, however, Owing to abnormal climate change, severe storms across the globe are
shaking homes off their foundations. In addition, droughts are stealing food from the mouths of the world’s
hungry. The Kyoto Protocol seems to be our only hope. If we are committed enough, we can make progress

in undoing some of the damage we have done.
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—by Joe Henley
Vocabulary

advocate [ * advekrt] n. REH; #PH
combat[ * kambaet]v. 5...... X, Obf
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treaty [ ° tritf] n. 254, P
stem from 25 T
committed [ke ~ m1tid] adj. "%E K

More Information

grave [grev] adj. E K[1); M™EK
heat-trapping [hit = treepin] adj. W1
carbon dioxide — % {bhx

emission [1 * mifen] n.

be based on L\---JyEiii, L -+ A4

accord [s " kord] n. (EZKZ A Prill; k&
adopt [0 ° dapt] v. KHL; F4h

reluctance [11 ° Iaktens] n. AH5E; fh5a
owing to: [X’4 because of; on account of
undo|an * du] v. R

be subject [ * sabdzikt] to: *Z..fEHil; 5%, Y limited to



